
September 28, 2022                             LexingtonNEXT Comprehensive Plan 

GOAL 6: Historic Resources        Page 6-1 

'/!, φȡ ()34/2)# 2%3/52#%3 
4Ï ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔȟ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ and 
cultural resources from throughout its history  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
άώ!ϐƭƭ buildings and designed spaces were initially 
built to solve problems, and many were built to 
solve social problems. Today, whatever their 
condition, these properties invite us to consider, 
value, and take responsibility for honoring their 
original purposes as we shape the communities in 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜΦέ 
~ Roseanne Haggerty  

  (Housing and Community Development Leader) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 4ÈÅ "ÕÃËÍÁÎ 4ÁÖÅÒÎȟ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ υϋυτȟ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÅØÔÁÎÔ 

historic resources and a prominent tourist destination. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Throughout the Comprehensive Planning process, residents of 

Lexington cited the value of the ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ in 

contribut ing to the richness of life in the town. From Native 

American trail routes, to Revolutionary skirmish sites, to 17th 

century farm walls, to Mid-20th Century Modernist homes, 

,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ history lives through its buildings, objects, structures, 

and sites. These resources draw large numbers of visitors each 

year who shop at local businesses and dine in local restaurants and 

help fuel the Lexington economy. 

 

Equaling ÔÈÉÓ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ over the 

preservation of these resources, evidenced by comments voiced 

during public forums, in surveys, and at the Re-Discovery Day 

event. Historic homes, many dating to the early 1900s, have been 

demolished to make way for much larger ones, an action that not 

only erases pieces of history, but also alters the physical character 

of historic neighborhoods. 4ÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ Åxisting preservation tools, 

including the Demolition of Buildings Bylaw, have failed to prevent 

these alterations and losses. 

 

'ÏÁÌ Πφ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÂÏÌÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅserve, 

expand appreciation for, and more broadly interpret historic 

ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ 

visitors, as well as those in the generations to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need to be far more articulate about why historic places 

matter.  

~Daniel Bluestone, Director, Preservation Studies Program, Boston 

University  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic resources contribute to the quality of life in 

Lexington  by: 

¶ Increasing opportunities for community gathering, 

including town-wide celebrations 

¶ Teaching youth about the history of their community 

¶ Attracting visitors interested in history 

¶ Fueling the local economy through dollars expended by 

visitors 

¶ Creating appeal and appreciation for the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ 

¶ Providing opportunities for Lexington to partner with 

neighboring towns to promote regional heritage tourism 
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OVERVIEW OF ,%8).'4/.ȭ3 HISTORIC RESOURCES AND 

PAST PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION EFFORTS 

A LONG HUMAN HISTORY 

,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÌ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ the 1600s, when 

Native Massachusett tribe members hunted and gathered in 

upland areas above the Mystic, Concord and Charles rivers. Several 

trails routed through the area connected the rivers, with a main 

ÒÏÕÔÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅtts Avenue. 

 

The first Europeans to settle the area migrated from Cambridge, 

established grazing lands, and cultivated farms. By 1691, the 

parish at Cambridge Farms (Lexington) was set off from 

Cambridge and, in 1713, incorporated as the Town of Lexington. 

Lexington played a prominent role in the Revolutionary War. 

Three ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÓ: the Old Burying Ground 

(1690), Lexington Common, and remnants of the trail used by 

Revolutionary War soldiers are associated with the Battle of 

Lexington (1775). 

 

Starting in the 1800s, Lexington became a center of industry, 

including production of clothing. Transportation improvements, 

including the Lexington and West Cambridge Railroad (1846) and 

the Lexington Street Railway (1897)ȟ ÓÐÕÒÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ 

transformation from an agricultural and industrial center to a 

residential suburb. 

 

Residential development continued throughout the 20th century, 

with the largest expansion in the decades following World War II. 

Construction of the present Route 2 (1933) and Route 128 (1950) 

provided efficient means for commuters to reach downtown 

Boston as well as the Route 128 commercial corridor. In the mid-

1900s Lexington became a leader in the development of Mid-

Century Modern neighborhoods with homes built in the 

International style. Six Moon Hill is known as the first Modernist 

neighborhood in America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, Lexington retains hundreds of buildings, landscapes and 

other historic features dating to each period in its history. Recent 

demand for larger houses has resulted in the demolition of many 

smaller homes, some of which added ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 

character, and  

replacement with larger structures. 4ÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÅØÔÁÎÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 

resources, including houses, taverns, civic and religious structures, 

and historic landscapesȟ ÔÅÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 

from a small rural farming community to a modern 21st century 

suburb. 

 

 

 

! ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ 3ÉØ -ÏÏÎ (ÉÌÌȟ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ -ÉÄ-Century Modern 

neighborhood, exemplifies this 1950s-1960s style of architecture 
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,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ and ethnic composition has changed over the 

last couple of decades with an increase in Asian population 

(currently at 30%), but remains largely white (63%). Only 1.3% 

(440 people) of Lexington residents identify as Black or African 

American while 4% of residents identify as two or more races. 

1.9% identify as Hispanic or Latino. (See the Demographics Section 

in Volume II.) The historical experiences and perspectives of these 

groups, such as enslaved persons, have not been accurately 

protrayed or fully represented in existing historic resources. To 

understand the current racial make up of Lexington, its full history 

should be analyzed through a racial lens. The local and state 

government policies such as education, zoning, decision-making 

powers, tax polices, and housing policies have had a lasting impact 

ÏÎ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÄÅÍÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÓȢ     

PAST EFFORTS TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT HISTORIC 

RESOURCES 

 

Through the efforts of ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 

Historic Districts Commission, the town has protected a significant 

number of its historic buildings from demolition or alteration. This 

has been accomplished by acquiring properties , maintaining the 

Cultural Resources  Inventory , establishing four historic 

districts , adopting Demolition of Buildings  and Neighborhood 

Conservation Districts  bylaws, listing properties and districts on 

the National Register of Historic Places , and designating three 

National Historic Landmar ks. 

 

The Demolition of Buildings Bylaw applies to buildings listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places or ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 

Resources Inventory which have been determined to be significant 

in terms of style, method of construction, or association with an 

architect, person, or event. It delays their demolition to permit 

efforts to preserve or relocate these buildings. 

 

Adoption of the Community Preservation Act  by Town Meeting 

in 2006 has resulted in significant funding for preservation 

activities in the town. To date, over $33,800,000 (40% of the total 

CPA budget) has been spent on historic preservation projects.                                           

 

In 2016, Town Meeting adopted a bylaw allowing the 

establishment of Neighborhood Conservation Districts to preserve 

ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ Á ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȭÓ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÖÅ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȢ )Î 

2018, Town Meeting formally adopted the designation for the 

Pierce-Lockwood and Turning Mill Neighborhood Conservation 

Districts. Once a specific Neighborhood Conservation District is 

established any new construction, demolition, or alteration must 

first receive review and compatibility approval from the 

ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȭÓ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȢ    

 

4ÈÅ -ÕÎÒÏÅ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȟ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ υόχυȟ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÅØÔÁÎÔ 

historic landscapes dating to the early industrial period. 
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,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÆÏÕÒ ,ÏÃÁÌ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔÓ ÅØÔÅÎÄ ÁÌÏÎÇ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ !ÖÅÎÕÅ ÉÎ Á ÃÏÎÔÉÇÕÏÕÓ arrangement. The Munroe Tavern District, located in the middle, 

is the largest, containing 250 properties. (Source: Lexington Historic Districts Commission Guidelines) 
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The Lexington Historical Society , a private, non-profit 

organization, owns or ÍÁÎÁÇÅÓ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ 

historic sites that draw large numbers of visitors each year. These 

include the Hancock-Clarke House (1737), Munroe Tavern (1735), 

and the Lexington Depot (1846, society headquarters), as well as 

the Buckman Tavern (1710) under a long-term lease from the 

town. 

POTENTIAL SHORT-TERM AND/OR LONG-TERM 

IMPACTS OF COVID-19 ON HISTORIC RESOURCES 

 

¶ The initial stay-at-home restrictions posed by COVID-19 may 

have resulted in stronger connections between Lexington 

residents and the town, including its historic and cultural 

resources. 

¶ Capacity limits posed on historical, arts and cultural 

organizations during the pandemic may have long-term 

financial impacts on these organizations.  

¶ Increased use of historic landscapes due to limits on indoor 

gathering may require additional funds for maintenance and 

LEXINGTON VOICES REGARDING  

HISTORIC RESOURCES 

 

A majority of participants at the 2018 World Cafe forums  

ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ×Î ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÖÁÌÕÅÄȢȱ   

¶ Seventy-five percent of comments indicated value in 

the areas of community, history, and civic 

participation . 

 

¶ The same percentage of comments indicated that 

progress had been made in these areas. 

 

Participants in Comprehensive Plan community 

conversations  ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×Î ÁÓ 

one of three highly valued features. 

 

Ȱ5ÎÉÑÕÅȟ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ as they 

aid in preserving the overall character of the townȣ The rush to 

make modern and improve shows a real disregard for the small, 

intimate features that make Lexington uÎÉÑÕÅȢȱ 

 - Susan Bennett, Former Executive Director,  

   Lexington Historical Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
¶ Existing town regulations, notably the Demolition of 

Buildings Bylaw, do not completely prevent the loss of 

historic buildings. 

 

¶ Vacant town-owned buildings are languishing and require 

a significant public investment to make the buildings 

accessible and safe for public use. 

 

¶ Lexington has not completed a town-wide comprehensive 

preservation plan to establish overall preservation needs, 

set priorities, and identify tools for addressing these needs. 
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renovation, adding pressure to already stretched town 

budgets. 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL LEXINGTON VOICES 
(Participants in the June 15, 2021 Public Forum) 

 

 

Ȱ$ÅÍÏÌÉÔÉÏÎ $ÅÌÁÙ should be increased to two years, instead of the 

ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÁÒȢȱ 

 

Ȱ7ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÔÏÕÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÒÔÕÁÌ ÔÏÕÒÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 

ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄȢȱ 

 

 

Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÉÍÐortant to promote the preservation of Mid-Century 

Modern homes, since they are not explicitly protected and may be 

ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÔÏÒÎ ÄÏ×ÎȢȱ 

 

 

Ȱ)ÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÌÅÃÔ "ÏÁÒÄȢȱ 

 

 

Ȱ4ÈÅ %ÌÌÅÎ 3ÔÏÎÅ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÓ perhaps, one of the most important 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÏ×ÎȢȱ 

 

 

 

 

The Munroe Center for the Arts, built in 1904 as a public school, now 

serves as a cultural hub. Retrofits are needed to make the building 

fully accessible. 

 

The civic complex, constructed in 1927 with additions in 1957 and 1970, 

houses the town offices, the police station, and the Cary Memorial Hall 

performance space. 
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RELEVANT TOWN OF LEXINGTON GOALS & 

OBJECTIVES 
2020 -2021 Select Board  Goal: 

¶ Support the Semiquincentennial Commission (Lex250) and the 

informal groups formed to communicate and coordinate the 

activities for the 250th anniversary of the Battle of Lexington 

o Coordinate and collaborate with surrounding communities 

and the State 

 

 

 

A commemorative stone, embedded in a stone wall along Grant Street marks 

the onset of the American Revolutionary War, begun in Lexington in 1775. 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

 
How can we save the unique, small historic features such as 

stone walls or historic signage, that contribute to the historic 

quality of the town that are being lost? 

 

How can we retain and repurpose vacant town-owned 

historic buildings? 

 

What is the best way to significantly reduce the frequency of 

demolition of historic buildings to make way for new 

construction? Would a longer demolition delay period be 

more effective? 

 

How can the town better enlighten residents about the 

historic and architectural significance of their homes? 

 

Would Lexington benefit from a town-wide, comprehensive 

preservation plan to help establish overall preservation 

needs, establish priorities, and identify tools for addressing 

those needs? 

 

How can the town establish a balance between widening of 

roads with protection of historic shade trees and stone walls?  

 


